TO THE STUDENTS
with the students and lead them to victory. The latter know
the tragic history of their own nation, they know how the other
nations have gained their liberty. It is impossible to restrain
them from working for the freedom of their own country, if
they are not properly guided in their approach to their goal,
they will take the means that their unripe and unaided reason
will suggest. In any event, in so far as I am concerned, I have
shown them the way. If I am responsible for their enthusiasm,
I am glad. I am trying too to guide it in the right direction. If
they go wrong in spite of my effort, I cannot be held responsible,
No one can be more grieved than I over the bomb outrage
at Amritsar through which an innocent young man, Sardar
Pratapsingh, who was undoubtedly not the target of the bomb-
thrower, met his death. These outrages are surely due to the
lack of character to which the retired Inspector of Schools has
drawn attention. The word character is perhaps not the happi-
est expression. Ballast is the right word. If it was the principal
of the Khalsa College who was aimed at, the incident is proof
of a deep-seated disease. There is no bond between the teachers
and the taught. The teachers of educational institutions, whe-
ther entirely owned or aided by the Government, naturally feel
it incumbent upon them, whether they have it in them or not,
themselves to profess and inculcate in others loyalty to the
existing Government. The students have no sense of loyalty in
them. They have become impatient. Impatience has led
to loss of self-control, and so their energy finds its vent
through dubious channels. For me these incidents are no warn-
ing to stay my hand, but to go on with my programme and gain
control over or break myself in the attempt to stem the surging
tide of violence on either side.
Young India, 6-3-1930